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Louisiana's Human Resource:
Part III: Population Projections to 1970
Alvin L. Bertrand and Jack Wright, Jr.
Department of Rural Sociology
This study of the future population of Louisiana is the third in a
series of publications on Louisiana's human resources to be done by the
Department of Rural Sociology, Louisiana State University.^ It was
undertaken in an attempt to provide the many persons and agencies who
must plan for the future of the state with a reasonably sound basis for
vital decisions relating to the state's human resources.
Problems, Assumptions, and Methodology
Over the years a variety of techniques of population projections have
been developed. However, to date, no exact method has been developed
which can be used to predict future changes in population with a con-
sistently high degree of accuracy.^ The reader is, therefore, cautioned to
read the following discussion of methodology carefully and to interpret
the population projections made in the light of this discussion.
The first methodological note may be introduced as follows. Demo-
graphers must explain the changes in numbers of people in terms of three
variables: births, deaths, and migration. Of these three, births and mi-
gration are usually the hardest to predict. With regards to the former,
the rapid rate at which the birth rate has changed in past years has been
the chief reason for substantial errors in U. S. population projections.
The U. S. experiences little external migration at the national level, but
there is a constant redistribution of population among and within the
states, which adds to the problem of estimating the future population of
a given state and its political subdivisions. Although mortality, as men-
tioned, is generally more constant, an occasional epidemic or other dis-
aster, such as a hurricane or flood, can make this the most important
variable affecting the future population growth of a local area.
Since it is difficult to correctly predict births, deaths, and migration,
the demographer must prepare and report his projections and forecasts
of population changes in terms of certain basic assumptions. Assump-
lAlvin L. Bertrand, Louisiana's Human Resources, Part I: Number, Distribution,
and Composition of the Population, 1960; Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station
Bulletin No. 548, November 1961; and Lee Taylor and Arthur R. Jones, Jr., Louisiana's
Human Resources, Part U: Agribusiness and the Labor Force, Louisiana Agricultural
Experiment Station Bulletin No. 562, February 1963.
2Meyer Zitter, "Population Projections for Local Areas," Public Works Publica-
tions (Ridgewood, New Jersey: June 1957) .
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tions, ol course, are not unique to this analysis, but are also the basis for
the preparation of scientific estimates in any field of endeavor. The esti-
mates of the researchers can be considered valid only so long as the con-
ditions in the assumptions are met and not otherwise. The projections
utilized in this study are based on the following primary assumptions:
(1) Economic conditions in the state will remain fundamentally at
the level existent in the past decade. Slight variations could occur with-
out invalidating the projections but a severe depression or an unfore-
seen "boom" would require a complete revision of the estimates.
(2) Residents of the state will not be involved in major catastrophies
such as war, which would drastically affect movement of population in
and out of the state.
(3) Fertility and mortality rates within the state will follow trends
established from 1950 to 1960.
(4) Internal (within the state) and external (outside the state) mi-
gration rates will continue at 1950-1960 levels and redistribution of the
state's population will follow past trends.
The writers are well aware that the conditions assumed may not be
realized. To this extent, their projections will be off. However, present
indications (1964) are that population change in the state will continue
in a manner similar to that which has occurred in the recent past. In this
regard, errors of projection tend to increase almost directly as: (1) the
length of the projection increases, and (2) the population size decreases.
Therefore, greater reliability should be obtained for the next few years
and for the state as a whole, rather than for the cities and parishes of the
state. With regards to the latter, it is already evident that the Michoud
operation (a government-sponsored space program facility) will affect
the future population of the southeastern part of the state.
All analytical models which are used in the computation of popula-
tion projections are basically self-contained, i.e., they include built-in
consideration of historical events. This is true because even with unlimit-
ed resources, it is beyond the skill and knowledge of the most dedicated
social scientist to identify and evaluate more than a small number of the
great variety of factors which could affect population trends. Three
major types of population projection techniques are currently in use, in-
cluding: (1) mathematical methods which make use solely of past
trends in total population of the given area, (2) demographic methods
which analyze various components of the population, such as fertility,
mortality, and migration separately in an effort to account for important
variables in age, sex, and other factors, (3) miscellaneous techniques,
which use data symptomatic of future population changes such as eco-
nomic fluctuations.
It is interesting to note that some demographers make a clear dis-
tinction between "projections" and "forecasts" on the basis of the tech-
niques used. Projections are said to emanate solely from demographic
4
information, including known birth, death, and migration rates. Fore^
casts, on the other hand, introduce certain of the more tangible social
and economic variables, such as those associated with economic cycles,
religious culture, and national policies and trends.^ In practice, the line
between what is a projection and what is a forecast becomes nebulous
indeed. The writers use the former term simply because of its technical
connotation.
All three of the methods cited above were reviewed in an attempt to
select the technique best suited to the purposes and resource limitations
of the present study. A decision was made to use the simple mathematical
model which has been referred to as the arithmetic method. This tech-
nique was selected because of three major considerations: (1) Study has
shown the arithmetic method to yield results which are reasonably valid
and often as accurate as more complicated methods.* (2) The necessary
computations can be made from readily accessible data. (3) The com-
putation time needed is considerably less than for most other tech-
niques.^
The arithmetic method assumes that persons will be added to a given
population at the same rate as has been true in the past. In other words,
change is assumed to take place in the form of a straight line throughout
the projection period. The projections are determined by means of a
mathematical formula, since they all represent lines which bear a specific
relation to the X and Y axes in the Cartesian system of rectangular co-
ordinates. The values of X are determined by the years and the values of
Y are determined by the population sizes. In the formula, a is defined as
the initial population and b as the rate of change. The formula may be
written simply as: Y = a -|- b X.^
A second methodological problem must also be faced in computing
population projections. This is the question of what base period to use in
sWilliam Peterson, Population (New York: The MacMillan Company, 1961) pp.
209-241.
4T. Lynn Smith, Population Analysis (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1948) p. 383.
sFrom 1958 until 1964 the U. S. Census used a "component" method to develop
population projections. That is, separate projections were made for each component
of change-births, deaths, and net migration-on the basis of certain assumptions. The
most recent Census projections of the total U. S. population followed a new procedure.
Computations were made using the "cohort" method of projecting fertility rates for
birth cohorts of women (i.e. women born in the same year). A mortality allowance
was based on projected life-table survival rates, and an assumption made that the
future net immigration will amount to 300,000 annually and will be distributed by
age and sex as in the period 1957 to 1962.
Obviously, this is a highly refined methodological approach. It involves access to
resources of data, time, and money which are beyond the scope of the present study.
However, it is of interest that the arithmetic method obtains approximately the same
population estimate for the U. S. in 1964.
6For example: a — 3,257,022 (the population of Louisiana in 1960) ; b — 57,351
(the mean annual arithmetic change in population from 1950 to 1960) ; X — Number
of years since 1960; Y — projected population.
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determining rate of population change. At best, it is a matter of debate
as to what constitutes a "normal" period. It may be argued that we have
not had a "normal" period in recent U. S. history, what with World
War II, the Korean "Police Action," the "Cuban Crisis," etc. Despite
these historical developments, the writers feel the decade 1950 to 1960
provides a relatively sound basis for making shorttime projections of
the state's population.
A general justification for placing greater credence on projections
based on the recent past is found in the words of two scholars, Hamilton
and Perry, who have made an exhaustive study of population projec-
tions based on census data. These two scholars state that the big problem
is that of deciding just w^hat assumption to make and how many alternate
projections to make.^ Their feeling is that demographers have carried
the making of several alternate projections based on corresponding as-
sumptions too far and, thereby, confused consumers and users of projec-
tions. They say, "A simple point estimate of future population, with a
word of warning and a short discussion of the possible errors involved is,
we think, from the user's point of view, a better product of the demo-
graphers art."8 In the same discussion, Hamilton and Perry suggest that
if only one projection is to be provided, the most reasonable assumption
to make is that vital rates of the recent past will continue unchanged
into the near future. They defend this statement by noting that the
events of the near future are organically and functionally tied to and
dependent upon the events of the recent past.
The persons using the projections presented in this report are cau-
tioned that they represent nothing more than the extension of past trends
into the future. In this regard, it may be repeated that the projections of
the population for the state as a whole will probably have greater re-
liability than that for the cities and parishes. The writers claim no more
for the latter than the fact that they are an educated speculation on what
is to come. The base data for this study have been taken from the vari-
ous pertinent U. S. Census publications.
Louisiana Population Projections by Race and Residence
The projections of the state's population are presented in the follow-
ing pages. Table 1 shows the projections of the state's population based
on the assumption that the mean annual growth will be characteristic of
the period 1950 to 1960.
It can be seen in Table 1 and Figure 1 that if recent growth trends
hold, the people of the state will number 3,830,000 by 1970. This total
will represent a 17.5 percent increase from 1960. The drop from 21.4 per-
7C. Horace Hamilton and Josef Perry, "A Short Method for Projecting Population




TABLE 1—Louisiana Population Projections By Residence and Race to 1970, Based
on the Mean Annual Arithmetic Change, From 1950 to 1960
Population (in thousands) i
Residence Color
Year Total Urban Rural White Nonwhite
lyou 2 061 1,196 2,212 1,045
1 OA! 2 120 1,194 2,254 1,061
1962 3,372 2,179 1,193 2,295 1,077
1963 3,429 2,237 1,191 2,337 1,092
1964 3,486 2,297 1,189 2,378 1,108
1965 3,544 2,356 1,188 2,420 1,124
1966 3,601 2,414 1,186 2,461 1,140
1967 3,658 2,473 1,185 2,503 1,156
1968 3,715 2,532 1,183 2,544 1,171
1969 3,773 2,591 1,181 2,586 1,187
1970 3,830 2,650 1,180 2,627 1,204
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by residence and race.
cent increase experienced from 1950 to 1960 is explained in terms of
using an arithmetic rather than a geometric rate of computing projec-
tions.^
Residence group projections show that the population of the state
will be composed of 2,650,000 urban people and 1,180,000 rural people
in 1970. This growth pattern will jump the percentage of urban people
in the state to 69.3 percent, a percentage increase of 13.1 percentage
points over 1960. The. rural population will experience a proportional
loss, dropping to 30.7 percent of the total state population.
Projections of the race groups indicate the relative position of the
nonwhite and white populations will change little during the next dec-
ade. Approximately 2,627,000 or 68.7 percent of the state's people will
be white in 1970 and 1,204,000 or 31.4 percent will be nonwhite. These
percentages indicate a .7 percent drop in the percentage of nonwhites in
the state.
It is clear the state is increasing its population at a fairly rapid rate.
It is also obvious that the rural population will continue to decline. The
steady shift toward an urban population will probably cause problems of
housing, schooling, etc., in the towns and cities of the state. In contrast,
the rural regions of the state will be faced with a gradually decreasing
population. The ramifications of this trend in terms of support of social
institutions, such as schools, churches, and businesses are clear. Another
implication of the urbanization trend in population is a gradual change
9lt is gratifying to discover that the population estimates released by the U. S.
Census on March 2, 1964 (Series P-25) place the July 1, 1962 Louisiana population at
3,371,000. This is just 1,000 persons less than the 1962 population projected for this
pubHcation. The small discrepancy can be accounted for in terms of the changes in
armed forces personnel and date of the 1960 census enumeration plus the use of an
average annual growth rate.
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PROJECTIONS OF THE POPULATION OF LOUISIANA
I960 TO 1980
1925 1930 1945 1950
YEAR
FIGURE 1.
in the prevailing attitudes, values, and life orientations of the people of
the state. The basic conservativeness traditional of rural Louisianians
may give way to more liberal views characteristic of an urban middle
class society.
Conceivably, planners at the state and local levels will have to ap-
proach urban planning problems in a more systematic fashion. It has
already been suggested that a national system of many more small
metropolitian centers systematically spaced to maximize community liv-
ing and minimize congestion, air pollution, problems of water and
sewerage, and social problems of crime and disorder might have impor-
tant advantages over large urban concentrations.^^
It is also significant that the state will continue to have one of the
largest nonwhite populations of any state through the next decade, al-
though the white population will assume a relatively stronger position.
The urbanized movement of Negroes will have implications in terms
of race relations, urban renewal, etc.
Population Projections for Louisiana's Major Cities
Urban places are gradually becoming more vital in the economic
structure of the state. Our cities should thus be studied carefully and
planned for wisely. Although the projections for such small population
bases are risky and speculative at best, they can be used as checks to
further trends.
lophillip M. Hauser (editor) , The Population Dilemma (Inglewood Cliffs, New
Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1963) , p. 88.
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TABLE 2.—Projections of the Population of the Standard Metropolitan Area of New
Orleans by Race to 1970, Based on the Mean Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960i
Year Total White Nonwhite
1960 OCtO A OA868,480 con OAA599,400 40y,4oU
1961 OOa TOOooo,/oo OlU,D04 4 /0,iOO
1962 905,096 D44,0d4 4oo,Uo4
1963
OQQ QHQ
1964 94 1 ,7 1
4
A A noo644,928
1965 960,020 656,360 303,660
1966 978,328 667,792 310,536
1967 996,636 679,224 317,412
1968 1,014,944 690,656 324,880
1969 1,033,252 702,088 331,164
1970 1,051,560 713,520 338,040
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race.
TABLE 3.-Projections of the Population of the Standard Metropolitan Area of
Shreveport by Race by 1970, Based on the Mean Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960i
Year Total White Nonwhite
1960 281,481 185,479 96,002
1961 287,961 190,395 97,566
1962 294,441 195,311 99,130
1963 300,921 200,227 100,694
1964 307,401 205,143 102,258
1965 313,881 210,059 103,822
1966 320,361 214,975 105,386
1967 326,841 219,891 106,950
1968 333,321 224,807 108,514
1969 339,801 229,723 110,078
1970 346,276 234,639 111,637
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race.
TABLE 4.—Projections of the Population of the Standard Metropolitan Area of Baton
Rouge by Race to 1970, Based on the Mean Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 19S0i
Total White Nonwhite
1960 230,058 156,895 73,163
1961 237,240 161,995 75,245
1962 244,422 167,095 77,327
1963 251,604 172,195 79,409
1964 258,786 177,295 81,491
1965 265,968 182,395 83,573
1966 273,150 187,495 85,655
1967 280,332 192,595 87,737
1968 287,514 197,695 89,819
1969 294,696 202,795 91,901
1970 301,878 207,895 93,983
ITotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race.
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TABLE 5.-Piojections of the Population of the City of Lake Charles by Race to 1970,
Based on the Mean Annual Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960i
Year lotal White Nonwhite
1 QfiOJl V\J\J 13,757
1961 K^ A 1 Q0 1 ,0 1
4
13,920
1962 fi7 Slfiu / ,o lU 14,227
D0,000 14,462
1964 79 940 0 1 ,3^6 14,697
1965 74,452 59,520 14,932
1966 76,664 61,497 15,167
1967 78,876 63,474 15,402
1968 81,088 65,451 15,637
1969 83,300 67,428 15,872
1970 85,512 69,405 16,107
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race.
TABLE 6.-Projections of the Population of the City of Monroe by Race to 1970,
Based on the Mean Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960i
Year Total White Nonwhite
1960 52,219 29,370 22,849
1961 53,583 30,119 23,464
1962 54,947 30,868 24,079
1963 56,311 31,617 24,694
1964 57,675 32,366 25,309
1965 59,039 33,115 25,924
1966 60,403 33,864 26,539
1967 61,767 34,613 27,154
1968 63,131 35,362 27,769
1969 64,495 36,111 28,384
1970 65,859 36,860 28,999
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race.
Projections for the population of New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Shreve-
port, Lake Charles, Monroe, Lafayette, and Alexandria are presented in
this section. They are presented in rank order of size as determined by
the 1960 Census.
One important factor should be noted in this regard. The Bureau of
Census publishes data for what is termed the Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Areas (SMSAs) of certain cities. (Except in New England, an
SMSA is a county or group of contiguous counties that contains at least
one city or cities. Nearby counties are included in an SMSA if they are
classed as essentially metropolitan in character and are socially and eco-
nomically integrated with the central city.) Baton Rouge, Shreveport,
iiSee, U. S. Bureau of Census, U. S. Census of Population: 1960. General Popula-
tion Characteristics, Louisiana, Final Report, EC (1) — 20B, U. S. Government Print-
ing Office, Washington, D. C, 1961, p. VIII.
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TABLE 7.—Projections of the Population of the City of Lafayette by Race to 1970,
Based on the Mean Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960i
Year Total White Nonwhite
City of Lafayette before annexations
1960 40,400 28,973 11,427
1961 41,086 29,348 11,738
1962 41,772 29,723 12,049
City of Lafayette after annexations
1963 50,312 35,721 14,590
1964 51,152 36,318 14,833
1965 51,992 36,915 15,076
1966 51,832 37,514 15,316
1967 53,672 38,108 15,563
1968 54,512 38,705 15,806
1969 55,352 39,302 16,049
1970 56,192 39,899 16,292
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race,
2Additional territory, including approximately 9,700 persons in 1963 was annexed
to the city after 1960 census.
TABLE 8.—Projections of the Population of the City of Alexandria by Race to 1970,
Based on the Mean Annual Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960i
Year Total White Nonwhite
1960 40,279 22,779 17,500
1961 40,816 23,014 17,802
1962 41,353 23,249 18,104
1963 41,890 23,484 18,406
1964 42,427 23,719 18,708
1965 42,964 23,954 19,010
1966 43,501 24,189 19,312
1967 44,038 24,424 19,614
1968 44,575 24,659 19,916
1969 45,112 24,894 20,218
1970 45,649 25,129 20,520
iTotals in this table were obtained by rounding computed totals and hence are not
always equal to the sum of the rounded figures shown by race.
and New Orleans are the only cities in Louisiana for which data are
collected on a metropolitan area basis. The Baton Rouge Standard Met-
ropolitan Statistical Area comprises East Baton Rouge Parish. The New
Orleans Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area includes Jefferson, Or-
leans, and St. Bernard parishes, and the Shreveport Standard Metro-
politan Statistical Area is composed of Caddo and Bossier parishes. For
these cities, projections were based on the SMSA population. The
actual population (within city limits) of the remaining cities was used




Table 2 gives population projections for the Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area of New Orleans. According to these calculations, the
SMSA of New Orleans will have 1,051,560 persons in 1970. Approximate-
ly two thirds (68.7 percent or 713,000) of the people of this city will be
white. Some 32.2 percent or 338,040 will be nonwhite. It can be seen
that the New Orleans SMSA will pass the one million mark, which is
considered a landmark for cities.
Shreveport
Table 3 includes population projections for the SMSA of Shreveport.
The projections include a population of approximately 346,276 in 1970.
This population will include 234,639 white (67.6 percent) and 111,737
nonwhites (32.4 percent).
Baton Rouge
Table 4 presents projections for the SMSA of Baton Rouge. These
estimates reveal that the population of this metropolitan area will be
301,878 in 1970. Here again, the percentage white is well over two-
thirds, 68.5 percent, including 207,895 persons. Nonwhites will represent
31.5 percent of the population, including 93,833 persons.
Lake Charles
The population projections for the city of Lake Charles are presented
in Table 5. These projections indicate that this city will have 85,512
persons in 1970. Of this number, 69,405 (82 percent) will be white and
16,107 will be nonwhite, a mere 18 percent of the total population of
the city. Lake Charles will have the smallest nonwhite population of any
major city in the state.
Monroe
The population projections for Monroe are presented in Table 6. If
these projections hold, Monroe will have 65,859 persons in 1970. Of this
number, 36,860 persons (55 percent) will be white. Some 28,999 persons
(45 percent of the population) will be nonwhite.
Lafayette
Projections for the population of the city of Lafayette are presented
in Table 7.
In this city, a special census was conducted in 1963, so as to include the
area annexed since 1960. The area annexed included approximately
9,700 individuals in 1963, according to Census data.^^
Projections based on the assumption of growth between 1950 and 1960
show the population of Lafayette will be 56,192 persons in 1970. Well
over two-thirds of the city's population will be white. Only 29 percent
will be nonwhite.




Table 8 shows the projections of the population of Alexandria and
indicates the 1970 population of the city will be 45,649. The number of
whites, 25,129, is less than 5,000 more than the number of nonwhites,
20,252. Fifty-five percent of the population will be white. Alexandria is
the only major city in Louisiana in which the nonwhite population will
increase at a greater rate than the white population if current trends
hold.
Implications of Urban Trends
All the major cities of Louisiana will show an increase in population
in the next decade, if current trends of growth continue. In fact, the in-
crease of these cities will represent the greater part of the state's popula-
tion increase during this time. The rate of increase will, of course, vary
from one city or metropolitan area to another. Lake Charles is expected
to show the greatest percentage increase, 39 percent; followed by Baton
Rouge, 31 percent; Shreveport and Monroe, 23 percent; New Orleans, 21
percent; and Lafayette, 16 percent. Any number of factors may change
these projections, but nothing drastic appears to be on the horizon cur-
rently, except the Michoud Plant installation in the New Orleans area.^^
This is an operation of the Federal Government, which will be concerned
on a large scale with defense efforts.
The population density of New Orleans proper has now reached
3,153.4 persons per square mile. Consequently, the population of the
city cannot be expected to increase greatly but the nearby parishes can
be expected to grow at a fast rate.
The New Orleans Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area will con-
tinue to include one of the largest nonwhite populations of any city in
the United States. Monroe and Alexandria will continue to have larger
percentages of nonwhites in their populations than the other major
cities. Lake Charles will have the smallest nonwhite population.
The trends indicated are in keeping with the urban industrial revolu-
tion which has been going on in the state and nation for the past few
decades. Along with obvious benefits, this revolution has brought and
no doubt will continue to bring serious problems. The financing of
schools, government, and welfare programs appears to be the greatest
challenge which the people of these cities will have to face.
Population Projections for the Parishes of Louisiana
Many requests are received for projections of parish populations. For
this reason, computations were made for each individual parish, despite
some reluctance to publish data based on small populations. The small-
i3Should the optimistic reports of the newly-elected state officials materialize, the
population of the state will be affected by increasing industrialization.
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TABLE 9.—Projections of the Population of the Parishes of Louisiana to 1970, Based
on the Mean Arithmetic Change from 1950 to 1960
1970 Projected Population




Number 1960-70 Number 1960-70 Number 1960-70
Acadia 52,812 6.1 42,155 5.3 10,657 O 99.4
Allen 20,899 5.5 15,586
A e4.5 5,313 Q 90.3
Ascension 33,467 24.7 23,558 31.4
A AAAy,yuy 1 9 K14.5
Assumption 18,704 4.1 11,095 0.1 /,duo 9 a4.0
Avoyelles 37,181 1.1 40,170 —3.4 1 1 01 11 1,U1
1
K A0.4
Beauregard 20,616 8.0 15,033 A Qu.y 0,0o3 AO O
Bienville 14,347 —12.5 7,244 —1.2 11 1 AQ7,103 19 9—14.4
Bossier 75,1U5 43 .0 DU,344 04.
y
14, / 01 3.1
Caddo 271,171 26.8 174,315 OA A49.0 yojoOo 99 Q44.
o
Calcasieu 201,315 act Q04.3 1 f AO10l,14o DO.O An 1 R14U,lO/ 4/ .0
Caldwell 7,715 —12.5 5,641 1 l.O 9 (\1± 1 K14.0
Cameron 7,574 10.7 7,279 A A C)14.4 90K4y5 OA R44.
0
Catahoula 1 l,UUc5 —6.0 /,144 —3.0 0,0Ot: 9 1
Claiborne 13,751 —22.6 7,186 OA O—40.3 o,0o5 OA R—44.0
Concordia 26,536 42.2 16,119 o7.3 1U,41 / Tinll.U
De Soto 24,098 —0.6 10,1 16 O 1—4.7 1 A A0914,Uy4 U.y
East
Baton Rouge OA! oon301,001) A K A OA'? QOK 4/.U y3,yoo 9Q 7
East Carroll 12,504 11.0 A QfiQ4,ooy 1 1 .5 1 RQK 1 1 .3
East Feliciana 21,263 5.0 iU,5/4 1 A 1lO.l 1 O flQQiu,Doy 9 (\
Evangeline 91 A/IQ3 1 ,o4y 5.0 99 94?^44,443 3.0 19 914.4
Franklin 22,800 —11.2 12,393 ICC—lo.o 1 A /I AT 1 71./
Grant 12,397 —6.5 9,406 —0.4 4,yyi R 7D./
Iberia 63,255 29.0 46,000
QC A lO,O00 1 A 0
Iberville 33,128
1 1 nii.y 1 A QQ9lt),oo4 1 111./ 10,440 T 9 A14.0
Jackson 16,222 2.6 10,551 — 1.3 5,671 11711./
Jefferson 313,665 101.0 4OD,08o 101.1
AM KTO47,5/9 GR 9yo.4
Jefferson Davis 33,352 13.4 26,373
A Q A13.4 o,y/y 11.3
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.0 1 8871 ,0o / Ifi 9ID.
4
Lincoln 31,288 10.7 17,774 /.D 1 9 K 1
A
13,010 1 K 110.1
Livingston 33,894 34.5 28,744
Q A r\34.0 K 1 KO5,15U 97 13/.1
Madison 15,437 —5.8 5,643 —2.1 A TA/l9,794 7 R
Morehouse 35,380 5.2 19,223 7.9 1 C 1 KT16,157 0 94.3
Natchitoches 33,162 D.5 1 O 1 90iy,i3u 4.0 1 A 09914,U34 8 Q—o.y
Orleans 684,605 10.0 397,374 1.2 287,231 28.6
Ouachita 128,613 36.1 87,765 37.7 40,848 32.7
Plaquemines 30,851 58.3 23,351 83.7 7,500 18.0
Pointe Coupee 23,135 3.0 10,754 3.1 12,381 2.7
Rapides 132,054 22.8 94,138 27.7 37,916 12.9
Red River 7,843 —17.6 4,407 —13.6 3,436 —13.6
Richland 20,976 —10.7 10,770 —15.7 10,206 —3.3









Number 1960-70 Number 1960-70 Number 1960-70
OL. JDClllctlU. 53,285 190.3 50,058 214.4 3,227 49.4
ot. L^narics 29,075 58.8 21,946 71.8 7,129 31.7
9,311 1.7 3,924 —3.5 5,387 a o0.4
o L. 1 diiica 21,404 19.8 11,004 22.1 10,400 17.4
Sf Tnhn the
Baptist 22,017 24.1 10,407 14.8 11,610 28.2
oL. J^d.llu.1 y 84,510 3.8 49,428 6.8 35,082 .09
oL, iviartin 31,773 10.3 19,874 9.8 11,899 11.0
oi. iviary 61,818 36.2 45,408 52.7 16,410 9.6
St. Tammany 50,298 43.2 37,002 47.0 13,296 66.0
"T a n cri' r» a }i 65,650 11.7 42,011 7.3 23,639 21.2
Tensas 10,383 —10.7 3,612 —11.1 6,771 — 10.4
Terrebonne 78,214 40.3 63,998 47.9 14,216 16.6
Union 16,107 —7.9 9,761 —11.0 6,346 —2.0
Vermilion 40,781 5.2 35,445 4.9 5,336 6.7
Vernon 17,628 —3.5 14,960 r Q0.0 o cczo4,DDO lU.l
Washington 49,659 14.7 31,911 10.6 17,748 23.5
Webster 43,698 11.2 29,330 14.6 14,368 5.1
W. Baton Rouge 17,854 26.1 9,507 36.4 8,347 16.8
West Carr oll 11,106 —17.8 7,869 —22.1 3,237 1.8
West Feliciana 14,621 21.9 5,465 43.2 9.156 1.3
Winn 15,949 —0.5 10,360 —5.7 5,589 1.3
TOTAL 3,830,528 2,626,747 1,203,781
er the population of the parish, the less statistical reliability the pro-
jections shown will have. Therefore, one should use the data given with
a great deal of caution. It is quite certain, as mentioned earlier, that
the Michoud Plant operation will affect the population of at least a
dozen parishes in the southeastern part of the state, including Orleans,
St. Tammany, Washington, St. James, St. Charles, St. Bernard, and pos-
sibly Jefferson and Tangipahoa. No attempt was made to allow for this
or like developments in this report, because there is no reliable way to
measure the changes which may come about. The reader should make
his own corrections in the projections in the light of his personal
knowledge of the situation in a given parish.
Nearly 30 percent of the parishes in Louisiana have been losing
population for 20 years. All parishes which lost population between 1940
and 1950 also lost people between 1950 and 1960. Parishes which gained
in one decade tended to show gains during the entire period studied. In
the light of the above, it can be expected that both "losing" and "gain-
ing" parishes will tend to level out or even reverse their trends at some
point in the future. Projections, by their very nature, cannot show change
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except in one direction. The local observer may be aware of factors not
apparent to the writer which would reverse recent trends.
Those parishes which lost population in the decade 1940 to 1950
and gained population between 1950 and 1960 tended to be in the
southern part of the state. No parish south of Rapides Parish lost people
in the latter decade while all parishes in the northern part of the state
not including a city or near a major city suffered decreases in popula-
tion. Apparently, proximity to a metropolitan area is an important
factor in rate of growth. The 19 parishes which lost population from
1950 to 1960 dechned from a total population of 438,785 in 1950 to a
total population of 344,658 in I960." The projections made indicate this
group of parishes will experience a further decline to 320,700 persons by
1970. On the other hand, the largest parishes of the state, those with a
population above 100,000 in 1950, had nearly 56 percent more inhabit-
ants in 1960 than in 1940.^^ On the basis of the projections computed,
these parishes will increase 19.4 percent during the decade 1960-1970.
This rate will result in an increase of population from 1,439,931 in 1960
to 1,791,638 in 1970. These six parishes included 39 percent of the popu-
lation of the state in 1940 and 44.2 percent of the state's people in 1960.
By 1970 these six parishes will have 44.6 percent of the total population
of the state, according to the computations made. The projections to
1970 for each of the parishes is shown in Table 9.
Approximately one-third (32.1 percent) of the state's population was
classified as nonwhite in 1960. This percentage represented a drop of
one percentage point from 1950. Nonwhites remained heavily concen-
trated in the Mississippi and Red River Delta areas of Louisiana. Pa-
rishes with a small nonwhite population were found along the Gulf
Coast. The projections indicate that the following parishes will have
more than one-third increase of nonwhites from 1960 to 1970: Beaure-
gard, 42.2 percent more nonwhites; Calcasieu, 47.5 percent; East Baton
Rouge, 39.7 percent more nonwhites; St. Bernard, 49.4 percent; Jef-
ferson, 96.2 percent; and Livingston, 37.1 percent more nonwhites. The
following parishes will experience at least 10 percent loss in their non-
white population: Claiborne, 24.6 percent; Red River, 13.6 percent; and
East Carroll, 11.3 percent. Orleans Parish will continue to have the larg-
est absolute number of nonwhites, with a projected total of 287,231.
This number represents an increase of 28.6 percent over its 1960 non-
white population. The parish with the smallest nonwhite population
in 1970 will be Cameron with only 295 nonwhite residents, representing
just 3 percent of the total inhabitants of the parish.
i4Claiborne, West Carroll, Red River, Bienville, Caldwell, Beauregard, Catahoula,
DeSoto, East Carroll, Franklin, Grant, Madison, Natchitoches, Richland, Sabine,
Tensas, Union, Vernon, Winn.
i^Caddo, East Baton Rouge, Jefferson, Orleans.
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Implications of Parish Population Trends
The parish, in Louisiana, is an important social, economic, and poli-
tical unit. In general, a look to the future indicates that the parishes
which ^vill continue to lose population are rural, while those which show
promise of continued growth are urban. Parishes near the large metro-
politan centers can be expected to gain at the fastest rate. The projec-
tions also indicate that, in general, the parishes in the southern part of
the state will continue to outgrow parishes in the northern part of the
state. These trends have serious implications for both local and state
officials as well as for private citizens. The matters of adequate schools,
roads, ^velfare programs, and support of religious, government, and eco-
nomic institutions loom large. Ho^vever, it may be even more important
that urbanization trends in the state sho^v significant changes in the
value orientation of the state's people, including shifts in education
and political philosophy and in basic ideology.
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